Thoracoscopy in the diagnosis and treatment of thoracoabdominal stab injuries.
Occult diaphragmatic injuries are associated with significant mortality, if the diagnosis is delayed. We report our experience in diagnostic and therapeutic thoracoscopy in a selected group of patients with stab wounds of thoracoabdominal region. The patients who underwent thoracoscopic management of thoracoabdominal stab injuries between June 2001-December 2005 were included into the study. The data were retrospectively analyzed. Ninety-three patients with abdominal and thoracoabdominal stab wounds underwent videoendoscopic management. Among them, eleven selected patients with thoracoabdominal stab injuries were managed by thoracoscopy. The procedures were performed under general (n=10) or local anesthesia (n=1). Diaphragmatic injuries were repaired by intracorporeal sutures in three cases and bleeding was controlled in another two cases by electrocautery coagulation. The procedures were simply diagnostic in six patients. The mean operating time and hospital stay were 35 minutes and 3.5 days respectively. There was neither intraoperative or early postoperative complication, nor mortality. Thoracoscopy is a safe and efficient tool in the diagnosis and treatment of diaphragmatic stab injuries.